
 2-Spirited People  
of the 1st Nations

1.  Hastiin Klah ca 1925 2.  Kuilix 1846 

We Are Part of a Tradition
IIInnn   mmmaaannnyyy   ooofff    ooouuurrr    cccuuulll tttuuurrreeesss   bbbeeefffooorrreee   ttthhheee   aaarrrrrr iiivvvaaalll    ooofff    EEEuuurrrooopppeeeaaannnsss   tttooo   NNNooorrrttthhh   AAAmmmeeerrr iiicccaaa,,,    “““TTTwwwooo---
SSSpppiii rrr iii ttteeeddd”””    rrreeefffeeerrrrrreeeddd   tttooo   aaannn   aaannnccciiieeennnttt    ttteeeaaaccchhhiiinnnggg...       OOOuuurrr    EEEllldddeeerrrsss    ttteeelll lll    uuusss   ooofff    pppeeeooopppllleee   wwwhhhooo   wwweeerrreee   
gggiii fffttteeeddd   aaammmooonnnggg   aaalll lll    bbbeeeiiinnngggsss   bbbeeecccaaauuussseee   ttthhheeeyyy   cccaaarrrrrr iiieeeddd   tttwwwooo   ssspppiii rrr iii tttsss:::    ttthhhaaattt    ooofff    mmmaaallleee   aaannnddd   fffeeemmmaaallleee...       III ttt    iiisss    
tttooolllddd   ttthhhaaattt    wwwooommmeeennn   eeennngggaaagggeeeddd   iiinnn   tttrrr iiibbbaaalll    wwwaaarrrfffaaarrreee   aaannnddd   mmmaaarrrrrr iiieeeddd   ooottthhheeerrr    wwwooommmeeennn   aaasss   ttthhheeerrreee   wwweeerrreee   mmmeeennn   
wwwhhhooo   mmmaaarrrrrr iiieeeddd   ooottthhheeerrr    mmmeeennn...       TTThhheeessseee   iiinnndddiiivvv iiiddduuuaaalllsss    wwweeerrreee   lllooooookkkeeeddd   uuupppooonnn   aaasss   aaa   ttthhhiii rrrddd   gggeeennndddeeerrr    iiinnn   mmmaaannnyyy   
cccaaassseeesss   aaannnddd   iiinnn   aaalllmmmooosssttt    aaalll lll    cccuuulll tttuuurrreeesss   ttthhheeeyyy   wwweeerrreee   hhhooonnnooouuurrreeeddd   aaannnddd   rrreeevvveeerrreeeddd...       TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii ttteeeddd   pppeeeooopppllleee
wwweeerrreee   ooofffttteeennn   ttthhheee   vvv iiisss iiiooonnnaaarrr iiieeesss,,,    ttthhheee   hhheeeaaallleeerrrsss   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   mmmeeedddiiiccciiinnneee   pppeeeooopppllleee...       TTThhheeeyyy   wwweeerrreee   rrreeessspppeeecccttteeeddd   
aaasss    fffuuunnndddaaammmeeennntttaaalll    cccooommmpppooonnneeennntttsss   ooofff    ooouuurrr    aaannnccciiieeennnttt    cccuuulll tttuuurrreee   aaannnddd   sssoooccciiieeettt iiieeesss...       TTThhhiiisss   iiisss    ooouuurrr    ggguuuiiidddiiinnnggg   
fffooorrrccceee   aaasss   wwweeelll lll    aaasss    ooouuurrr    sssooouuurrrccceee   ooofff    ssstttrrreeennngggttthhh...       TTThhhiiisss   iiisss    ttthhheee   aaannnccciiieeennnttt    hhheeeaaarrrttt    ooofff    TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii ttteeeddd   
PPPeeeooopppllleee...    

3.  Osh Tisch 1928 

TTTooodddaaayyy,,,    TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii ttteeeddd   PPPeeeooopppllleee   aaarrreee   NNNaaattt iii vvveee   pppeeeooopppllleee   wwwhhhooo   aaarrreee   gggaaayyy,,,    llleeesssbbbiiiaaannn,,,    bbbiiissseeexxxuuuaaalll ,,,    
tttrrraaannnsssgggeeennndddeeerrreeeddd,,,    ooottthhheeerrr    gggeeennndddeeerrreeeddd,,,    ttthhhiii rrrddd///fffooouuurrrttthhh   gggeeennndddeeerrreeeddd   iiinnndddiiivvv iiiddduuuaaalllsss    ttthhhaaattt    wwwaaalllkkk   cccaaarrreeefffuuulll lllyyy   
bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   ttthhheee   wwwooorrr llldddsss   aaannnddd   bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   ttthhheee   gggeeennndddeeerrrsss...       UUUnnnfffooorrrtttuuunnnaaattteeelllyyy,,,    ddduuueee   tttooo   mmmaaannnyyy   ooofff    ttthhheee   
cccooolllooonnniiizzz iiinnnggg   fffooorrrccceeesss   aaannnddd   eeexxxpppeeerrr iiieeennnccceeesss   ttthhhaaattt    NNNaaattt iiivvveee   PPPeeeooopppllleee   hhhaaavvveee   gggooonnneee   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh,,,    ttthhheee   rrrooollleeesss   ooofff    
TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii ttt    pppeeeooopppllleee   hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   lllooosssttt    iiinnn   ooouuurrr    cccooonnnsssccciiiooouuusssnnneeessssss   aaannnddd   mmmaaannnyyy   NNNaaattt iii vvveee   PPPeeeooopppllleee   hhhaaavvveee   
aaadddooopppttteeeddd   ttthhheee   hhhooommmoooppphhhooobbbiiiccc   aaatttttt iii tttuuudddeeesss   ttthhhaaattt    aaarrreee   ppprrreeessseeennnttt    iiinnn   tttooodddaaayyy’’’sss    sssoooccciiieeetttyyy...          WWWiiittthhh   ttthhheee   cccooommmiiinnnggg   
ooofff    ttthhheee   SSSeeevvveeennnttthhh   GGGeeennneeerrraaattt iiiooonnn   TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii tttsss   aaarrreee   sss lllooowwwlllyyy   rrreeellleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg   ttthhheeeiii rrr    tttrrraaadddiii ttt iiiooonnnaaalll    rrrooollleeesss   iiinnn   
NNNaaattt iiivvveee   CCCooommmmmmuuunnniii ttt iiieeesss...          

4.  We-wha 1885 

OOOnnngggoooiiinnnggg   eeeddduuucccaaattt iiiooonnn   fffooorrr    aaalll lll    ttthhheee   NNNaaattt iii vvveee   cccooommmmmmuuunnniii ttt iiieeesss,,,    aaalllooonnnggg   wwwiii ttthhh   ttthhheee   TTTwwwooo---
SSSpppiii rrr iii ttt    yyyooouuuttthhh,,,    iiisss    vvveeerrryyy   iiimmmpppooorrrtttaaannnttt    tttooo   ooouuurrr    fffuuutttuuurrreee...       WWWeee   bbbeeelll iiieeevvveee   ttthhhaaattt    ooonnnlllyyy   wwwhhheeennn   
TTTwwwooo---SSSpppiii rrr iii ttt    PPPeeeooopppllleee   aaarrreee   bbbrrrooouuuggghhhttt    bbbaaaccckkk   tttooo   ttthhheeeiii rrr    rrreeessspppeeecccttteeeddd   ppplllaaaccceeesss   aaasss    ttteeeaaaccchhheeerrrsss,,,    
aaarrrttt iiissstttsss   aaannnddd      hhheeeaaallleeerrrsss   wwwiii lll lll    aaalll lll    NNNaaattt iiivvveee   PPPeeeooopppllleee   ooofff    TTTuuurrrttt llleee   IIIsss lllaaannnddd,,,    aaannnddd   bbbyyy   eeexxxttteeennnsssiiiooonnn,,,    
ttthhheee   wwwooorrr lllddd,,,    bbbeeegggiiinnn   mmmaaassssssiiivvveee   hhheeeaaalll iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssspppiii rrr iii ttt ...       WWWeee   bbbeeegggiiinnn   bbbyyy   gggrrreeeeeettt iiinnnggg   ooonnneee   aaannnooottthhheeerrr ...    
                     ~~~DDDoooeee 

5.  Charlie the 
Weaver   1895 

Hastiin Klah ca 1925 -  famous Navajo nadleehi who created a new genre:  weaving the sandpaintings into 
large tapestries.  Source:  Changing Ones Third and Fourth Genders in Native North America.  Will 
Roscoe.   p 61   

Pend d’Oreille woman warrior Kuilix in battle against the Crows.  Source: Changing Ones.  p 78 
Famous Crow Osh Tisch lived entire life as a bote in women’s dress.  Source: The Spirit and the Flesh 

Sexual Diversity in American Indian Culture.  Walter L. Williams.  Plate 13. 
We-wha, renowned Zuni lhamana who had a major role in all of the community’s political and spiritual 

activities.  Source:  The Spirit and the Flesh.  Plate 9. 
Navajo, Charlie the Weaver dressed both distinct from men and women.  Source: Changing Ones.  p 42.  


